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People in Washington have spent recent weeks enjoying their famous cherry
trees.

Thousands of them line the Potomac River.

They were a gift from Japan exactly 100 years ago, and first lady Michelle Obama
has just added another one.

The cherry trees are a landmark in the U.S. capital.

Every spring, people descend on the riverbanks to appreciate this symbol of
Japanese culture.

The City of Tokyo presented 3,000 cherry trees to the U.S. capital as a token of
friendship.

Obama took partin a commemorative eventto mark the anniversary. It was held
near the site of the original planting by then first lady Helen Tatft.

(Michelle Obama / U.S. first lady)

"So many years, these trees have served as a symbol of the great friendship
between the United States and Japan, and as a reminder of our shared hopes,
dreams, and aspirations."

The first lady said that on this historic anniversary, the American people don't just
admire the trees' beauty, but also their resilience.

Framed by the cherry trees, Hideki Togi gave a performance of gagaku, Japanese
traditional court music.
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Discussion. Talk about the following:
« Are there things in the article that are not clear with you?
(Are there any parts you don’t understand?)
« Give a summary or main point of the news article.
« What did you find most surprising in the article?
. Can you tell me anything else you already knew about this story?
« Please choose 3 of the key words or new words and use each one in a sentence.

Todav’s vocabulary — appreciate

lappreciate your
kindness.

-l appreciate that this may be a difficult request.

*Try students to make a sentence. * Ask student to make their own sentence for this
word. Check and correct these then let them memorize them. Then the student must repeat it
many times until she/he can say it without looking at the sentence.



